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By Tammy Arbuckle

Stur-News Special Correspondent

VIENTIANE — The Unit-
ed States retains the capa-
bility of giving the Lao gov-
ernment considerable mili-
tary support if hostilitics
are renewed in L.aos despite
American redeployment of
its paramilitary organiza-
tions and dependent troops
into a low-profile military

posture in the eight months’
since the Laos cease-fire,”

well informed sources say.

a1 in the
Amervican military stance
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The United States is not
actually required to with-

draw from Laos until 60,

days after formation of a
Laos coalition government,
an cvent that seems several
weeks off, at least.

North Vietnamese forces
are also not required to
withdraw until the 60-day
period.

"HERE'S WHAT’S hap-
pened in the past eight
months’ redeployment to

-.American led and organized

forces and the Americans

concerned in support opera-

Jiere, the sources say, is
]

.elements for Tao forces,

particularly. L;rou_(i_cgm

and and _advisory cle-
ments and air logistic sup-
part have  been moved

tions:
Lao irregulars, who were

paid by the Americanus.
sometimes advised gnd
seluctimes. e ri--

Lans and whose operations
xere planned by Ameri-

.a.c.mss_me_hmm:.m&lhm-
_to Udormn

Alr Base 34 miles from the

Lag.border. It's only an ex-
tra ten or fifteen minutes
flying time across the bor-
der to Laos operations,” An
American said, That logisti-
cal and advisory support
can still be given rapidly
and efficiently with new
deployment was proven in
September.

STRONG PRO-COMMU-

NIST Pathet Lao forces
_crossed a river into a gov-
‘ernment-held zone near the

town of Dong Hene in the

-~South Laos panhandle but
~were quickly pushed out inj

a serics of fircefights by
troops airlifted in Chinook
American helicopters based
in Thailand. Americans
were able to keep the troops
supplied as usual during the
fighting which was spread
over two weeks,

The operation was kept
secret by the U.S. Embassy
here with an American
spokesman dubbing the
operation a series of small
scattered clashes.

In fact, some U.S. offi-
cials here have gone to con-
siderable pains to label the
American redeployment
here as an American with-
drawal, with the United

States pulling out Appeoaie droriRelease 2005/11/21

~its asscts well before the

time required.
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<ans, and who_ended up
1o & ; _

ing necessary to defen

Laos, have now been offi-;

cially inteprated unit bx

umt into the Roval J.a 0
Ars.- |

The ynits themselves!
vemain intact, The men!
have not been split up
among royal troops.

Apart from training stints

thesc units remain responsi-
ble for the areas in which
they fought before the
cease-fire. To make thcsei
units officially part of the
Royal Army certain stcps
werc taken,

2 e .
Royal .ao Army. accaunting

syerem althonsh the mopey
sti comes frgm :bn gggd

ol aver.

The days when a U.S. offi-
cial descended from a heli-
copter and paid each man
from a.cardboard box full of
Lao money are gone.

The nrcgular officers
have been receiving royal
commissions to the ranks
,they attained in combat.

.Before the cease-fite offi-
cers in irregular ranks were
promoted by Americans
according to battleficld per-
formance and military abili-
ty. There were quite a few

MOST IRREGULAR offi-
cers however. held lower

AT

grade commissions in the
Royal Army before volun-
teering for the irregulars.
Irregular officers have now
gone through additional
training and examination
with the Royal Army in the
past cight months as a pre-
lude to attaining their own

rank (irregular ranks by

Royal Comission).
In the last three years of
the Laos war, when fighting

was extrem c,ly' heavy it was-

not unusual for 1,200-man
regiment to be run by an
officer helding only a cap-
tain’s royal commission but

promotcd by Americans to’

colonel for battlefield abili-
ty.

However, other royal offi-
cers who tock little part in
the fighting were jealous of
the fast promotion of men
they considered their subor-
dinates by Americans.

The irregular units have
received Royal Lao Army
unit designations. Most of
the men wear the insignia of
first and second strike divi-
sions on their shoulders.
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Americans who were re-
sponsible for those units
have left Laos. These AGgr-
u.ans__\mn....mﬂ_tluxml-

the CIA for narmm]narv

hiad ready eded
and keceping g fatherly eve
wotrainineg schediles and

intellicence gathering
TT L=l R=2

. desms-here,

That irregulars and their
American operations offi-
cers remain in Laos in posi-
tion at the front and will do
so until a new Laos coalition
government is fermed. Aft-
er a coalition, both Thals
and Americans will move to
base camps just few miles
across the border in Thai-
land and will be available
for any post-coalition fight-
ing if Lao government
forces get into bad shape.

hold terrain after it has

. been captured by Lao irreg-

ulars.

“The Thais departure will
leave huge gaps in the lire.
I don't know how the Lao
will fill them," one source
said.

The United States Air
Force continues to carry
out reconnaissance in Laos
with unmanned drones and
crewed jet aircraft more.
However, the ‘‘Ravens,’’
light alrcraft manned by
Amecericans based in Laos
and used for zerial recon-
naissance have been with-
drawn from Laos. ‘‘Porter”
aircraft belonging to conti-
nental Airlines are called on
sometimes for reconnaiss-
ance in coursc of their du-’
tics and it bcen reliably
reported one of their air:
craft is involved in electron-
ic surveillance.

The USAF has not offi-

.cially drooped bombs in
. Laos since mid-April during

the communist cease-fire
violation at Ta Vieng, -

_sources say. -
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